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Therefore, holy brothers, who share in the heavenly calling, fix 

your thoughts on Jesus, the apostle and high priest whom we 

confess. 
2 

He was faithful to the one who appointed him, just as 

Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 
3 

Jesus has been found 

worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house 

has greater honor than the house itself. 
4 

For every house is built 

by someone, but God is the builder of everything. 
5 

Moses was 

faithful as a servant in all God’s house, testifying to what would be 

said in the future. 
6 

But Christ is faithful as a son over God’s 

house. And we are his house, if we hold on to our courage and the 

hope of which we boast.  (NIV 84)  

 

Theme:  Fix your thoughts on Jesus. 

1.  He is superior to all. 

2.  He makes us part of his house.  

 

Hundreds of millions of people are going to watch the Super Bowl 

tonight.  But how many of them will actually watch it on an old black 

and white tube T.V.  I’m sure there are some who will do so—but not 

many.  And when you compare and ol T.V. like that to ones that they 

make today—like a Smart T.V. with a curved 65 inch LED screen, 4K 

Ultra HD, and 3D—there is really no comparison.  T.V.s today are 

simply better, there is no comparison, no debate.  The only thing the 

old black and white T.V. has going for it is that it’s cheap—you can 

find many of them for free, but the new curved T.V. I just described 

costs over 2000 dollars. 

It is clear that new T.V.s are superior to the old ones in every way.  No 

one is going to argue that the old T.Vs are better and no one would 

even think about buying one today.   

Today we see that Christ is superior over all things and that he makes 

us part of his house.  Therefore we don’t think about what is inferior, 

but on what is superior.  We fix our thoughts on Jesus. 

 

The Writer to the Hebrews spends a good portion of his letter detailing 

how Jesus is superior to everything the Old Testament had to offer.  In 

this section of Hebrews he points out the many ways Christ is superior 

to Moses.  And make no mistake about it, Moses was great.  He was 

the one God chose to lead his people out of slavery in Egypt.  He 

wrote the first five books of the Bible and psalm 90.  He met and 

talked with God on Mount Sinai when he received the 10 

commandments.  He is mentioned some 80 times in the New 

Testament—far more than anyone else from the Old Testament times.  

But as great as Moses was he pales in comparison to Christ.  There is 

no comparison, really. It’s like comparing an old black and white T.V. 

with the new ones.   

Later on his letter the Writer to the Hebrews talks about the superiority 

of the New Covenant over the Old Covenant.  The Old Covenant was 

given though Moses.  It was an agreement between God and the 

people.  If they kept God’s commands he would show love to them 

and save them.  But if they disobeyed him they would be punished.  

And we know that we can’t obey God perfect so we deserve to be 

punished.  But Christ ushered in the New Covenant—a one-sided 

agreement.  The New Covenant is simply this: Through Christ’s 

perfect life and death our sins have been removed and paid for.  In 

every way Christ is superior to Moses as his New Covenant is superior 

to the Old Covenant of Moses. 

Yet, it was a real temptation for the Jews to return to the Old 

Covenant.  They were tempted to go back to Judaism, to avoid 

persecution and obey the laws of Moses again.  By nature, that is the 

way we all lean.  We think that we can earn our way to eternal life.  

We think that by what we do we can earn our own way to heaven.  

That by the good we show to others, by how to treat the needy, by the 

amount of prayers we say or the money that we give, that God would 

be pleased with us and save us.  So we tell ourselves that have to be 

good if we want to get into heaven.  Even though we know the grace 

of Christ—salvation apart from works, we still have the tendency to 

fall back into work righteousness—like going back to an old T.V. 

We also have the tendency to fall back to our previous way of life.  

After tasting the grace of God we have the desire to live a God-

pleasing life.  Out of love and thanks to him we strive to live lives 

according to his Word.  We don’t want to live like the rest of the 

world.  But that is exactly what we do from time to time.  We fall back 

into the way we lived as unbelievers—following our own thoughts and 

desires, seeking to satisfy ourselves before God.  We know what way 

of life is superior, yet we fall back to what is inferior. 



So we need to be reminded how is superior.  And to prove his point 

Paul mentions a house. Every building has to be built by someone.  No 

building can build itself—it is reliant upon those that build it.  The 

architect has to draw the plans. The foreman, the contractors, the 

construction workers, they have the knowledge and skill to do the 

actual building.  The end result of all their work is a house.  Without 

their work, there is no building.  Therefore the building cannot be 

greater than those that build it. 

As God, Jesus is our builder. As the Writer to the Hebrews says, Jesus 

has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the 

builder of a house has greater honor than the house itself.  For 

every house is built by someone, but God is the builder of 

everything.  Through Jesus the entire world was created.  From his 

throne in heaven he rules over all things and all people.  Moses, on the 

other hand, is a created being.  He was never the creator of anything. 

Moses was also a servant of God.. He was part of God’s house.  He did 

admirably serving the Lord in that capacity.   Moses certainly was not 

without sin. But God does say about him in Numbers 12, he is faithful 

in all my house.  And because of this God spoke to Moses directly—

face to face.  Moses certainly was great. 

But ones again, he falls short of Jesus.  Jesus wasn’t just a servant in 

God’s house, no the Writer to the Hebrews explains, Christ is faithful 

as a son over God’s house.  Moses was a servant, Jesus is the Son.  

Moses was in God’s house as a created being and believer.  Jesus as 

the uncreated, eternal Son of God, is ruler over God’s house.  Jesus is 

superior that Moses! 

 

And there are other reasons why we fix our thoughts on Jesus.  Not 

only was Moses part of God’s house, but we are too.  As the Writer to 

the Hebrews says, We are this house.  We are part of God’s house.  

Through faith we are made living stones that make up his Church.  All 

believers from both the Old Testament and the New Testament are part 

of this house built on and ruled by Christ.  Paul talks about this house 

in Ephesians 2, You are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow 

citizens with God’s people and members of God’s household, built 

on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 

himself as the chief cornerstone. In him the whole building is 

joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 

And what is so amazing about this is that we were at one point 

foreigners and aliens to God.  We weren’t part of his family.  We were 

born as children of the devil—as God’s enemies.  We weren’t part of 

his house or his family.  Until he made us his dear children by the 

waters of baptism and made us into his house through faith. 

Remember what we said about Jesus being faithful over God’s house?  

Not once did Jesus sin.  Not once did Jesus fail to listen to his Father. 

He accomplished the purpose for which he was sent.  He lived a 

perfect life that we could not.  He always obeyed God’s Word, never 

caving into a sinful nature as we do because he wasn’t born with a 

sinful nature.  He obeyed God’s commands by spreading his Word, 

showing love to others, and obeying those in authority over him.  He 

even let himself be nailed to a cross so he could fulfill the Father’s 

will. 

And as a result on that cross he was able to give his perfect life to us.  

He took our sins from us and suffered for them.  And then his holy and 

perfect life was credited to us.  We are unfaithful.  But Christ is 

faithful in all he does.  And his faithfulness is now given to us. 

That is why the Writer to the Hebrews could address his hearers the 

way he did: holy brothers.  That is what each and every one of us are.  

We are holy.  Yes, holy means that we are righteous, perfect, without 

sin.  We sin numerous times a day, yet we are holy in the eyes of God.  

Because when he sees us he sees his Son who gave his life to us.  So 

we are saints. For a saint is one who is holy.  Through Christ we are all 

considered saints! 

And if we are holy than we are able to be declared not guilty. That is 

what God does—he declares us not guilty.  Not because we are 

innocent of any wrong doing.  But because our judge is our Savior.  

Because Christ paid the price that we ought to pay! 

The Law of Moses can’t make us holy.  It only shows us our sin and 

the condemnation we deserve.  Christ, then, is superior to Moses in 

every way.  So we fix our thoughts on him.  We are concerned about 

him and his Word before anyone or anything else.  And we hold on to 

our courage and the hope of which we boast.  We have courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and the evil of this world.  We 

have courage to strongly confess our faith and defend the truth against 

all accusations.   

Why?  Not because of ourselves but because of the object of our hope.  

We are able to boast because we have what is superior.  We have 



Christ who through his life, suffering, death, and resurrection makes us 

into his house.  We then can stand strong in our faith and have courage 

in our lives.  For in the end we’ll be in heaven. 

 

No one in their right mind would ever make a case for an old black 

and white tube T.V. being superior to the T.V.s that are on the market 

today.  And no one would watch an old T.V. like that over a new one 

today.  The New is far superior, there is no comparison.  How much 

more is Christ superior that anything else out there!  He makes us into 

his house through faith and calls us holy.  Christ alone is able to do 

that.  So we fix our thoughts on Jesus—we fix our thoughts on he who 

is superior.  Amen.   

 

 


